
I am writing to
voice my outrage
over Sinclair
Broadcasting's
decision to force
affiliate stations
to air this
anti-Kerry
documentary so
shortly before the
election. This is a
vivid and absolutely
infuriating example
of the dangers of
corporate media
consolidation. 

In all my 50 years,
I have never seen
such opportunistic
and flagrant abuse
of the air waves to
achieve a political
end. Sinclair's
access to the public
airwaves is free of
charge; despite the
Reagan
Administration's
erosion of 'fair
time' rules,
Sinclair is still
required by law to
serve the public
interest. This
broadcast serves
only SINCLAIR and
the GOP's interests,
and as such is an
ominous abuse of
privilege and power.

Sinclair's current
actions demonstrate
the necessity for
dealing with
increasing
consolidation of
corporate
communications
consolidation of
power. We must 
strengthen, not
abandon or minimize,
media ownership
rules. 

Sinclair's abuse is
clear evidence of
why the public
interests MUST take
precedent in the
license renewal
process. If this is



how the FCC intends
to wear 'blinders'
every step of the
way, we as a country
and a people are in
deep, deep trouble.
Provocative imagery
and strong language
is not what the FCC
should be wasting
our tax dollars and
their time with when
firms like Sinclair
are behaving in such
overtly illegal,
manipulative ways. 

Clearly, the very
foundations of
democracy are at
stake -- has the FCC
already sold our
citizens down the
river?

Either Sinclair
should be forced to
abandon their
current political
election-season
tactics, or forced
-- FORCED -- to
broadcast pro-Kerry
documentaries of
equal length (and
perhaps existing
documentaries on the
stands many other
Vietnam vets took
against the war:
Newsreel's ONLY THE
BEGINNING, for
instance,
back-to-back; Of
course, there is no
equitable
documentary on
President Bush's or
Vice-President
Cheney's Vietnam era
records or politics
to broadcast).

Now, THAT would be
news.

Thank you.


